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New Jersey Institute of Technology 
HIST 388 - Britain in the 20th Century 
                                                     Spring Semester 2020 
Course Syllabus-Updated  
                                  
 
Instructor:  Professor Scott L. Kent 
Email: kent@njit.edu 
Office: Room #331 Cullimore Hall 
Office Hours: 
Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 3:45 pm by appointment 
HIST 388-110 meets Tuesdays from 6:00pm to 8:50pm in Cullimore Hall in room #111 
Course Description: 
     Hist-388 is a survey of British history from the death of Queen Victoria (1901) to 
the death of Diana, Princess of Wales (1997) with emphasis on the social and 
political transformation resulting from Britain’s declining economy and world 
position.  Topics include: the causes and impact of the two World Wars, the 
transition from liberal democracy to welfare state, the turn from Empire to Europe, 
social and economic trends as well as foreign relations. Prerequisites to this class 
are HUM 101, HUM 102, and one from among HUM 211, HUM 211, and HIST 213 or 
their equivalents. 
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Course Objectives: 
     Knowledge of history is of the greatest importance due to the fact that the world 
we live in today is the direct result of various historical developments. The students 
of the course will analyze historical events and movements of 20th century Britain 
and assess their subsequent significance.  Students will use critical thinking and 
problem solving skills to analyze information and develop their writing skills by 
producing a historically themed research paper.  Additionally students will learn 
how to synthesize historical and geographical information acquired through the 
understanding of maps and primary source information. 
Course Goals: 
Upon completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the 
following: 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of the fundamental concepts and historical events 
and ideas related to the 20th Century Britain. 
 
2. Evaluate global exchanges and perspectives in context of social, political, 
religious, and intellectual traditions of the United Kingdom.  
 
3. Read, analyze, organize and synthesize, evidence, historical problems, and 
interpretations connected to the history of 20th Century Britain.  
 
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to 
do the following: 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of some of the fundamental concepts and theories 
of historical events and ideas related to 20th Century Britain.  
 
1.1 Identify and describe key terms, names and places of major events of the 
history of 20th Century Britain. 
 
1.2 Evaluate the validity of various interpretations of historical events and 
institutions. 
 
1.3 Clarify and summarize information pertaining to historical events and 
ideas in a Research Paper. 
 
2. Evaluate global exchanges and perspectives in context of social, political, 
religious, and intellectual traditions. 
 
2.1 Identify historically important places and nation states on historical 
maps. 
 
2.2 Discuss social structures, religious ideas and institutions, and 
intellectual traditions. 
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3. Read, Analyze, organize, and synthesize evidence, historical problems, and   
interpretations connected to the history of 20th Century Britain. 
 
3.1  Use primary and secondary sources to show how historical problems 
are confronted. 
3.2 Conduct research and explore reliable resources on the history of 20th 
Century Britain. 
Methods of Instruction: 
     Instruction will consist of lectures, visual aids, class discussion, in-class student 
presentations, and the viewing of television shows, films, and documentaries.         
 Required Textbooks: 
Morgan, Kenneth O. Twentieth-Century Britain, A Very Short Introduction University 
of Wales press, Aberystwyth U.K. 2005 
Lesson D.M. The Black and Tans, British Police Auxiliaries in the Irish War of 
Independence 1920-1 Oxford University Press, Oxford U.K.2011 
McKibbin, Ross Parties and People, England 1914-1951 St. John’s College Oxford 
U.K. 2011 
Veldman, Meredith Margaret Thatcher: Shaping the new Conservatism Oxford 
University Press, Oxford U.K. 2016 
Suggested Reading: 
Hinton, James Nine Wartime Lives, Mass Observation and the Making of the Modern 
Self Oxford University Press, Oxford U.K. 2011 
Churchill, Winston (author) Sir Martin Gilbert (editor) The Power of Words Da Capo 
Press Boston, 2013. 
Primary Source Literature: 
Selected Primary and Secondary Source Readings: Readings from the first 
Industrial revolution, Appeasement of the Dictators, 3 speeches by Winston 
Churchill, (Provided by the Instructor on Canvas). 
Course Requirements: 
     One Research paper- 8 to 10 pages in length valued at                        30% 
     One short paper- The Beatles                                                                             10%                                     
     Examinations- A mid-term exam valued at 25%                                              25%      
      3 short response posts @ 5% each                                                                 15%  
     Map Test- valued at 5%                                                                                               5 % 
      Attendance/ Class participation valued at 7.5% each                       15%  
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                                                                                                                                               100%   
Exam Policy: 
Mid-term and Final exam (if Scheduled) will be given only during scheduled times.  The 
one exception being that the Final may be rescheduled if the student has Three exams 
scheduled on the same day. See me before the day of your final exam. 
 
Grading: 
A-  90-100%   Superior Work: demonstrates excellent writing, analytical, and 
interpretive skills. 
 
B-  80-84%     Above Average Work: demonstrates good writing, analytical, and 
interpretive skills 
 
B+ (same as above but with a score of 85-89%) 
 
C-  70-74%     Average Work:  demonstrates writing, analytical, and interpretive 
skills that are at a college entry level. 
 
 C+ (same as above but with a score of 75-79%) 
 
D-  60-69%     Below Average Work:  demonstrates writing, analytical, and 
interpretive skills that are below a college entry level.  
      F-    Below 60%   Failure: work that shows little effort or that is incomplete.                           
Attendance:         
     Attendance is required and attendance will be taken at the start of every class. 
Each student is permitted two absences during the semester. Additional absences 
will affect the student’s grade. Unexcused lateness counts as ½ of an absence. 
Leaving class early also counts as ½ of an absence. The Attendance Policy will be 
explained in detail on the first two days of class. Any student with Three (3) or more 
absences will automatically have their grade lower by one full Letter Grade which 
could result in an F for the entire course.  
Attendance post Covid will consist of logging on and COMPLETING that week’s 
assignment. 
Cell Phone Usage: 
     Cell phone usage will not be tolerated.  Phones must be turned off or placed on 
vibrate before the beginning of class.  Texting during class is also strictly 
prohibited. 
Class room Decorum:   
     There shall be no food or eating in the class room. Rude or obnoxious behavior 
will not be tolerated, the student will simply be asked to leave the class.  
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Lap Top Usage: 
    Lap tops are not to be used during class, unless they are used for taking class 
notes. If this is the case sit in the first two rows of the class room and please see me 
for permission prior to using your lap top. 
Academic Integrity: 
     Plagiarism is passing off someone else’s work as your own and will not be 
tolerated.  Students are expected to write their own original work and to give credit 
in the form of footnotes (i.e. citations) for any material that is not their own.  
Plagiarized papers will be given an automatic “F” with no possibility of a rewrite. This 
may result in a failing grade for the entire course.   Violations will be brought to the 
immediate attention of the Dean of Students and adjudicated in accordance with the 
NJIT Honor Code.  A copy of the Honor Code is available at 
www.njit.edu/academics/honorcode.php. 
Schedule of Assignments:* 
Week of: Assignment 
January, 21st 
 
History of Britain in the 20th Century 
Class Introductions 
Review Course Syllabus 
Review “how to write a college 
research paper”   
Map review- The British Isles. 
Review Research Paper Assignment:  
Watch: Queen Victoria 
 
January,28th 
 
 
 
 
The Victorian Era and the Industrial 
Revolution 
Readings from the first Industrial 
revolution. 
Map review- The Greatest Empire the 
world has known.                                                                                     
Watch: The First Windsors ,the story of 
King George V and Queen Mary  / Why 
the industrial revolution happened here  
                
February,4th 
 
The Edwardian Era 
Read: McKibbin Chapter 1 
Read: Leeson chapter 1 
Watch: Downton abbey Episode one 
Season One/ Peaky Blinders  Episode 
One, Season One    
                                                    
Submit one page research paper outline 
February,11th 
 
Britain and World War One 
Read; Morgan Chapter1  
Read: Leeson chapter 2 
Watch: Our World War-The First Day 
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Map Test #1- The British Isles 
 
February,18th 
 
 
 
 
 
Irish Independence  
Read: Lesson 3 to 7  
Watch: Monty Pythons Flying 
Circus/Black Adder 
Receive Midterm review guide 
 
 
February, 25th  Interwar Era: The Great depression and 
Appeasement 
Read: Morgan chapter2 and 3 
Read: McKibbin  chapter 2 and 3 
Read: Appeasement of the Dictators 
Watch: Sherlock Holmes and the secret 
weapon 
 
March, 3rd 
 
 
  
Britain and World War Two 
Read: Morgan chapter4  
Read; McKibbin chapter 5 
Read: 3 speeches by Winston Churchill 
Watch: THE DARKEST HOUR (2017) or 
Why We Fight & Fires we Started  
 
March, 10th  The Allies Victorious 
Watch Dr. Who: The Beginning 
 Midterm Exam 
 
March 16th  
 to 22nd  
 
Spring Break-  no Class 
 
March,24th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Post War Era: Austerity and a 
return to Prosperity 
Read: Morgan chapter 5 
Read: McKibbin chapter 5 
Read: Veldman chapters 1 thru 3 
Watch: The Beatles: A hard day’s Night 
Assignment: Short Paper on Beatles 
Map Review- The sun never sets on the 
British Empire. 
March 31th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last day to withdraw 4/6/20 
The End of Empire and birth of the 
Commonwealth 
Read: Morgan chapter 6 
Read: McKibbin chapter 6 
Watch: Are You Being severed?  & Benny 
Hill  
Discussion: The British Class system  
Two post due by 4/6/20  
April, 7th 
 
 
  
The Troubles and an Iron Lady 
Read: Veldman chapters 4 thru 8 
Watch; Keeping Up Appearances & 
EastEnders & Vicious 
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Discussion: The Troubles 
What do you think will be the future 
of peace in Northern Ireland? What 
effect do you think Brexit (Great 
Britain leaving the European Union) 
will have on the peace process? 
Response paper due April 12th  
 
 
     
April,14th 
 
 
 
 
The Common Market and the European 
Union 
Read: Morgan chapter 7 
Watch: The Diamond Queen 
Discussion: The Future of the United 
Kingdom. 2 posts due by 4/20/20      
April 22st 
 
 
Research Week 
 
 
April, 28th 
 
Presentations  
Presentations are now optional  
 
 
Last Day of class 
 
May 5th  NO Class 
 
 
Friday classes meet 
Final Exam  Period 
Research Papers Due by 5/5/20  
Final Grades due by May 18th 
 
 
*Schedule subject to change      
 
 
 
                                           
 
 
 
